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The current research was conducted with the aim of investigating the virtual space
and specifically social networks in promoting Iran's environmental culture.This
study was an applied research in terms of purpose and exploratory mixed research
design which was carried out in two qualitative-quantitative stages. In the
qualitative part, semi structured interviews were used to explore and describe ideas
and attitudes of the interviewees. So, , at first, 12 experts were interviewed and then
data analysis was performed in three stages: open, axial and selective coding. As a
result, the open source codes were extracted in the form of 6 axial codes of
information function, educational and cultural function, correlation function,
promotional function, persuasive function and supervisory function. In quantitative
section, among all environmental activists in the form of NGOs and activists of
Iran's virtual space , 217 people were selected and tested by cochran formula and
randomly. A researcher-made questionnaire was used to collect data in this section.
Finally, in order to investigate the relationships between variables, structural
equation modeling technique was used with Smart PLS software. The results
indicate that the variables of information function, educational and cultural function,
correlation function, advertising function, persuasive function and monitoring
function are effective in promoting Iran's environmental culture and the culture of
reducing environmental pollution. are in addition, demographic variables have a
moderating role in the relationship between the components of virtual space and the
culture of reducing environmental pollution.
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